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July 14, 2005

YIA FACSIMILE & FIRST-CLASS MAIL

The Honorable Joshua B. Bolten
Director
Office of Management and Budget

- Executive Office of the President
17" Street & Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20503

Re: Request to Restore SBA's Status as a Major Agency in the Budget

Dear Director Bolten:

I am writing regarding the format of Table S-3 of the President’s budget, the “Agency Growth in
Discretionary Spending” table. In previous years, the Small Business Administration (SBA) was
listed separately as a major agency in the table. However, in the FY2006 budget, as you can see

in the enclosed documents, the SBA was not listed as a separate entity. It was downgraded from
the status of a major agency and merged into the “Other Agencies” category.

The new format makes it impossible to compare the SBA’s current budget with that of previous
years and with that of other agencies. For example, we know from the FY2005 budget that from
2001 through 2005 the SBA’s budget was cut by 24.7 percent, the largest cut of any agency. The
next largest was the Corps of Engineers, which was cut by 15.4 percent. However, this

information is not available for 2001 through 2006 because the SBA is no longer listed -
separately.

- For Congress and the public, it is important to put the SBA’s budget changes in context.
Combining the SBA with other agencies weakens budget transparency and reinforces opinions
that the Administration plans to eliminate the SBA and merge its programs into another Federal
department. It also raises genuine questions as to whether small business is a priority for this
Administration. '

For these reasons, I request that the Office of Management and Budget provide the Committee
with a chart for the FY2006 budget that separately lists the SBA, and that the Administration
return to the old format of listing the SBA as a major agency in future budgets. Iunderstand that
providing the FY2006 chart with SBA information is easy for the OMB to produce and therefore
ask for a reply by August 1, 2005, to fax 202-228-1814.
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If for some reason this is not possible, please feel free to contact me or to have someone on your
staff contact Ms. Kevin Wheeler of my Committee staff, at 202-224-8496, to discuss an
alternative time frame. As always, I thank you for your cooperatlon

John F, Kerry
‘Ranking Memberf

cc: The Honorable Judd Gregg
The Honorable Kent Conrad

Enclosures: 2 (budget charts)
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